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SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT STABILITY AND THE TRIO ASSETS ISSUE 
REF: FBIS D250340Z JUL 74 

1. THE REFERENCE IS A ’BANGKOK POST" ARTICLE JULY 25 
SUGGESTING THAT PRIME MINISTER SANYA THAMMASAK MAY RESIGN 
RATHER THAN ENFORCE A NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (NLA) 
BILL PASSED JULY 18 REQUIRING HIM TO USE ARTICLE 17 

POWERS TO CONFISCATE THE ASSETS OF THE OUSTED LEADERS. 

IT IS WIDELY KNOWN THAT ARTICLE 17 ABUSES SANYA'S JUDICIAL 
SENSITIVITIES. SIMILAR SPECULATIVE ARTICLES HAVE 
APPEARED IN THE THAI AND CHINESE PRESS SINCE THE NLA 
PASSED THE BILL. 

2. FEW GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAVE PUBLICLY COMMENTED 
ON THESE RUMORS. DEPUTY JUSTICE MINISTER SOMPHOP 
HOTRAKIT DISCOUNTED THE RESIGNATION POSSIBILITY IN A PRESS 
INTERVIEW CARRIED IN THE JULY 25 EDITIONS OF VARIOUS 
CHINESE LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER. 
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3. PRESSURE ON SANYA IMMEDIATELY AFTER HE BECAME PRIME 
MINISTER CAUSED HIM RELUCTANTLY TO INVOKE ARTICLE 17 ON 
30 OCTOBER 1973 TO FREEZE THE ASSETS OF THE DEPOSED 
LEADERS AND APPOINT A COMMITTEE TO COMPILE, EVALUATE, 

AND REPORT ON THE PROPERTY; STEPS SIMILAR TO THOSE TAKEN 
AGAINST THE ESTATE OF FIELD MARSHAL SARIT THANARAT 
AFTER HIS DEATH. BY FREEZING RATHER THAN CONFISCATING 
THE ASSETS, THE GOVERNMENT HOPED TO DEFUSE THE ISSUE 

AND REDUCE THE NERVOUSNESS OF OTHERS FINANCIALLY CONNECTED 
WITH THE TRIO. THE ISSUE, HOWEVER, IS ONE WHICH ALL 
SIDES HAVE FOLLOWED CLOSELY EVER SINCE (BANGKOK 7998). 

4. THE THREATENED CONFISCATION CUTS ACROSS PERSONAL, 
ECONOMIC, POLITICAL, AND PROFESSIONAL RIVALRIES 

WITHIN THE MILITARY AND BUSINESS INTERESTS CONNECTED WITH 
IT. OPPOSITION TO THE CONFISCATION MAY TEND TO BRING 
TOGETHER TOP LEVEL MILITARY LEADERS, AND STIMULATE A 
SHARPER PERCEPTION OF THEIR COMMON INTERESTS. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW THIS ISSUE 
WILL RESOLVE ITSELF, IT DOES ADD AN ELEMENT OF INSTABILITY 
INTO THE THAI SCENE. SANYA, AS A JUDGE AND A DEMOCRAT, 

HAS STRONG RESERVATIONS AGAINST USING ARTICLE 17 S 
SUMMARY POWERS. HE IS ALSO AWARE OF THE NERVOUSNESS THE 
NLA BILL STIMULATES IN MILITARY CIRCLES. GENERAL KRIT SIWARA 
HAS PRIVATELY ARGUED AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE OUSTED LEADERS' PROPERTIES AS 

AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE SERVICE THE DEPOSED LEADERS 
PERFORMED IN LEAVING THE COUNTRY AND SPARING IT FURTHER 
BLOODSHED. KRIT AND OTHERS ARE ALSO CONCERNED LEST THIS 
ACTION ESTABLISH A PRECEDENT. THE NLA HAS THUS INITIATED 
A SERIOUS ATTACK ON THE STATUS AND PRESTIGE OF THE THAI 
MILITARY AND PLACED THE GOVERNMENT IN A DISTINCTLY UN- 
COMFORTABLE POSITION. 
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